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>>Tri-County EMC does 
not purchase excess 
energy from solar 
systems. FALSE
Tri-County has purchased excess 
energy from distributed generation 
since 2012. Excess energy beyond the 
home’s needs flow back through a 
bi-directional meter and are purchased 
by Tri-County EMC at avoided cost, 
which is what the cooperative would 
have paid for generating that energy.

>>Tri-County EMC hasn’t 
considered wind energy. 
FALSE
Wind generation requires a 12 mph 
average wind speed. Only a few 
locations in Georgia, including moun-
taintops and offshore, approach this 
consistent level of wind.

>>Solar panels will lower 
my power bill. MAYBE
Assuming that your system is prop-
erly installed with sufficient unshaded 
exposure to the sun, solar panels will 
certainly reduce the amount of energy 
you purchase from Tri-County EMC. 

But at a current average installed 
price of $3.00 per watt, a system 
large enough to provide 50% of the 
average home’s 1,300 kWh monthly 
usage will require an investment of 
around $15,000. When financing and 
maintenance costs are factored in, you 
might easily pay more for your energy 
with solar panels. For that reason, we 
recommend that anyone interested in 
solar carefully consider the costs and 
get guidance from reputable sources. 

>>There is a list of  
recommended solar  
installers. FALSE

Georgia does not currently require a li-
cense for solar installers. However, the 
North American Board of Certified En-
ergy Practitioners, Inc. (NABCEP) has 
a certification program for solar install-
ers. A list of installers that have com-
pleted the NABCEP certification can 
be found at www.nabcep.org/certified-
installer-locator. And anyone attaching 
solar panels to a home’s electrical sys-
tem must be a Georgia licensed electri-
cal contractor.

Your Cooperative and Solar

During the summer, Tri-County EMC conducted a Solar Interest Survey 
among the membership. The survey gauged members’ general knowledge 

of the solar industry as well as their interest in using solar power to provide 
energy for their home. The article below will answer questions about solar en-
ergy asked by respondents while the graphs will show the respondents general 
attitudes toward solar energy.
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Find your complete account number in this 
issue of Current Lines and win a $50 bill credit. 
Call 478.986.8126 to claim your bill credit.

Real Linemen Wear Pink!
This month, linemen will wear pink hardhats as they go into the field to repair and maintain power 
lines. The ultimate goal is to raise awareness for breast cancer. 

Breast cancer is the most common diagnosed cancer in women after skin cancer. In fact, one in eight 
women in the United States will be diagnosed with breast cancer in her lifetime. It’s also the second-
leading cause of death among women in the United States. 

Visit the American Cancer Society online at http://www.cancer.org/ to see how you can support the 
fight against breast cancer in the area. 
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Congratulations to Michael Wong of Baldwin County, winner of the Solar Interest Survey $100 Participant Drawing. The survey, 
completed by members this summer, had a total of 627 participants. The survey responses gave the cooperative valuable knowledge 
of how we can support members with their solar interests and develop cooperative solar opportunities in the future. 

Solar Interest Survey Drawing 

Tri-County EMC’s  
2015 Fuel Mix

While renewables have grown, carbon free nuclear and 
natural gas have become the major source for fuel generation. 

Solar Assessment
If you are considering solar for your home, Tri-County EMC 
will gladly provide a free assessment of your property. We can 
analyze your home’s energy usage and help you determine if 
your home is a good fit for a photovoltaic solar system. The 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) also provides a 
free solar calculator online at http://pvwatts.nrel.gov.

Cooperative Solar Project:
Sign Up to Request Information
The installation of residential solar panels faces many challeng-
es; home ownership, sufficient rooftop or yard space, shading, 
structural issues, replacing shingles and cost. Tri-County EMC 
is considering a cooperative solar project where the EMC 
would install and maintain a utility scale solar array locally. 
Participating members would be able to pay a monthly fee for 
the output from one or more 1 kW (ac) blocks of solar panels, 
which would each likely generate 180 to 250 kWh per month. 
There would be no contract and no minimum term to partici-
pate. Watch future issues of Current Lines for more information 
or call 478.986.8118 or complete a brief form online at
 www.tri-countyemc.com/cooperativesolar.cms to receive 
more information about this program as it becomes available. 



Christmas Card Art Contest
Tri-County EMC is seeking students (grades Kindergarten through 5th grade) to design 
the Tri-County EMC 2015 Christmas Card. Artwork provided by the students should be 
Christmas/Holiday themed and will be judged by a committee of employees. The overall 
winner’s design will appear on Tri-County EMC’s Christmas Card, which will be mailed to 
friends and associates of the cooperative. The arwork will also be featured in the Decem-
ber issue of Current Lines, on www.tri-countyemc.com and on Tri-County EMC’s social 
media pages.  
 
If you are interested in having your child participate, please fill out the release form at 
tri-countyemc.com/christmascardartcontest.cms and return it with the artwork to:  
Tri-County EMC 
Attn: Christmas Card Contest 
PO Box 487  
Gray, GA 31032  
 
You may also turn in entries to either office location. Please do not fold the artwork. 
The deadline to turn in entries is Friday, November 6. The winner will be announced 
on social media and our website at 5pm on Friday, November 13. If you have questions, 
please contact Kim Bonner at kimb@tri-countyemc.com or 478.986.8126.

‘Tis the Season To Be Artistic

Operation Roundup is funded by the voluntary contributions of Tri-County EMC members to the Tri-County EMC Foundation. 
Participants in the program have their monthly bill rounded up to the next dollar, and the difference is donated to Operation Roundup. 
The Tri-County EMC Foundation Board of Directors meet quarterly to determine which organizations receive funds. Any individual 
wishing to make a tax-deductible donation to the foundation may contact Kim Bonner at 478.986.8126 or make a check payable to: 
Tri-County EMC Foundation, Inc., PO Box 487, Gray, GA, 31032. To enroll your account in monthly giving through Operation 
Roundup, visit www.tri-countyemc.com/operation-round-up.cms

About Operation Roundup...

Tri-County EMC Foundation Grants $11,345  
in September
Last month, the Tri-County EMC Foundation Board approved 5 grant projects, totaling $11,345 in Operation Roundup funds, to 
benefit organizations or individuals in our local community. The organizations that received funds last month are the following:       

American Legion Post 583:  
$1,000 to purchase a picnic table for the Veterans 
Wall of Honor Expansion in Putnam County. 
 
Fragile Kids Foundation: 
$5,000 to purchase an electronic wheelchair lift for 
an individual in Putnam County with spina bifida and 
hydrocephalus.

Meals on Wheels of Middle Georgia 
$1,625 to provide meals for a senior citizen in Jones 
County for one year. 
 
Northridge Cares Ramp Ministry: 
$220 to purchase materials to construct a wheelchair 
ramp for an individual with special needs in Baldwin 
County.  

Bradley Baptist Church:$3,500 to purchase 
materials to repair the roofs of 2 homes in Jones 
County for individuals in need.

 

Prizes Include...
The first place winner’s artwork will be 
featured on the Tri-County EMC Christmas 
Card, in the December Current Lines on 
tri-countyemc.com and the cooperative’s 
social media pages. The winner will also 
receive $50. 

Prizes will also be awarded for 2nd and 3rd 
place, and one winner from each grade level 
will be chosen.  

The second place winner will be awarded 
$40, and the third place winner will be 
awarded $10. 

A $10 cash prize wil be awarded to the win-
ner from each grade level. 

For more information on prizes, please visit 
the website listed to the left. 
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Thanks to Sheila Long for sharing this delicious recipe! Did you know that your recipe is worth $20 if chosen? Send 
your best recipes to kimb@tri-countyemc.com or mail to P.O. Box 487, Gray, GA 31032.

1 loaf of frozen white bread dough. 
(Thawed according to package 
directions)
1 Tbsp. cinnamon

3/4 cup light brown sugar
1 stick butter, softened 
1 cup chopped pecans (optional) 
1 cup raisins (optional) 

Recipe Box
Easy Homemade Cinnamon Rolls

Directions: 
Roll out the bread dough onto a floured surface to form a rectangle that is about ¼ 
inch thick. Spread the softened butter over the dough. Mix cinnamon and brown sugar 
together and sprinkle evenly on top. If you choose, sprinkle evenly with chopped pecans 
or raisins. Roll dough beginning at long side of rectangle to form a log. Cut the log in 
half then cut each half into rolls about 1 inch thick each. Place in a 9x13 greased baking 
dish.  Cover with a tea towel and let rolls rise in a warm place for about 30 minutes. Bake 
in a preheated oven at 400 degrees until brown.

Cool slightly. Mix together all icing ingredients except milk. Add enough milk to make 
icing drizzling consistency. Drizzle icing over rolls.

Roll Ingredients:

Owned By Those We Serve

The Bright Ideas grant program, sponsored by Tri-
County EMC, provides grants for teachers to improve 
education in local classrooms through innovative 
projects in grades Pre-K through 12 that would not 
otherwise be funded. Georgia certified public or 
private school teachers in grades Pre-K through 12 in 
Baldwin, Jones, Putnam, Twiggs and Wilkinson 
counties qualify.
 
Since 2008, Tri-County EMC has provided nearly 
$150,000 in grants to local schools. Funds for the 
Bright Ideas grants come from unclaimed capital 
credits that otherwise would have been surrendered 
to the state. The grants are open to all subjects. 
Projects will be judged based on innovation, goals, 
learning objectives, student involvement and budget. 

Individual projects can be funded up to $1,500. Teach-
ers are limited to one grant proposal per year. Grants 
will be awarded based on merit and must be used within 
18 months of the issue date. Applicants may be asked 
to provide a follow up report about the funded project. 
All applications must be completed online at www.
tri-countyemc.com/bright-ideas.cms. Applications 
must be submitted by midnight on Monday, December 
7 to be considered for funding. For questions about the 
program or application process, please contact Kim Bon-
ner at 478.986.8126 or kimb@tri-countyemc.com.

Teachers: Win Up To $1,500 
For Your Classroom!

Bright Ideas Grant 
Applications Due 

December 7, 2015

Icing Ingredients:
2 Tbsp. softened butter
1 cup powdered sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
Milk, as needed


