
 As a new year brings hope 
and promise to our Tri-
County EMC community, 
we look forward to new 
and innovative ways to bring 
greater service and value 
to you. Our cooperative’s 
leadership is focused on 
maintaining a strong financial 
foundation, reliability and 

quality member service. This past August, our 
board and staff held a strategic planning session 
to set 2017 goals. Beyond financial stability, which 
is an ever-present focus, other goals center 
around surveying our members to determine 
how we are meeting your needs, managing future 
technology and insuring business continuity and 
service in a crisis or disaster.

Making prudent investments in technology has 
dramatically changed our service to you over 
the past few years. From prepaid metering and 
online bill payment to outage viewers and mobile 
apps, technology has enhanced the customer 
experience while making your cooperative more 
efficient. As we map out a plan for assessing 
future technology, our goal will always be to 
allow you to do business with your EMC in a way 
that fits you and your lifestyle. 

During 2017, we will be asking many of you to 
complete a survey about your level of satisfaction 
with your cooperative. We may also ask about 

programs or services that you might like to see 
offered or ways to make it easier to participate 
in your cooperative’s business, such as the annual 
meeting. If you are contacted, please freely share 
your opinions. And as always, we would like to 
hear from you at any time you have concerns 
about service or ideas of how we can serve you 
better. Our staff is only a call or click away.

We are proud that 2016 saw very competitive 
rates for our members. Tri-County’s residential 
rates were below both the average of the 
Georgia EMCs and of Georgia Power in the 
Georgia Public Service Commission rate 
comparison. We also completed a study of 
the cooperative’s rates to insure the rates are 
sufficient to cover the cost to serve each rate 
class. In the March 2017 issue of Current Lines, we 
will explain the changes in how your bill will be 
calculated beginning with your April bill.  Most 
members will see an increase of approximately 
$2 per month.

Tri-County EMC, along with all of the nation’s 
electric cooperatives, are optimistic that the 
changes in administration in Washington provide 
a favorable climate for us in future years. We will 
continue to work with our elected officials and 
Georgia EMC to advocate for your best interest. 

Our wish for you is for a happy, healthy and 
prosperous 2017. (38514001)

current lines
A monthly publication for Tri-County EMC members

January 2017

Message 
from the 
Chairman

Washington 
Youth Tour 

 

Operation 
Roundup,  
Appling Retires 

Walter Harrison 
Scholarship,  
Recipe Box

In this issue:

Message from the Chairman

page 1 page 2 page 3 page 4

Brenda P. Green, Chairman 
Tri-County EMC Board of Directors

Lower PCA Means 
Smaller Credit  
in January
Just like the price of gas at the pump, 
the price of fuel used to produce electric 
energy fluctuates too. At Tri-County, 
we budget for expected costs based on 
projected fuel prices and set rates to 
reflect that. The Power Cost Adjust-
ment, or PCA, on your bill reflects the 
gap between the expected cost versus 
the actual cost. The PCA serves as a 
mechanism to allow for the pass-through 
of these variable costs without resorting 
to a permanent rate increase.

In January of each year, the PCA resets 
to budgeted levels.  The PCA charge will 
vary each month. For months where 
energy costs are lower than projected, 
the PCA will result in a credit. In months 
the energy costs are higher, you may 
see a charge. In January 2016, the PCA 
was  -$.0024, but by December 2016, the 
PCA was -$.021719, resulting in a larger 
credit.  

Due to the reset, the January 2017 PCA 
will be -$.0069, resulting in a $8.63 credit 
for the average residential usage of 1250 
kWh.  Compared to December 2016’s 
PCA, at the same usage of 1250 kWhs, 
you would see a $27.15 credit – a differ-
ence of $18.52. Learn more about the 
PCA at tri-countyemc.com/pca.cms.

Georgia Magazine
Check your mailbox! A complimentary issue of Georgia 
Magazine will be delivered to you in February. Georgia 
Magazine celebrates the Georgia lifestyle, includ-
ing stories on local food, travel, gardening, general 
interest and more. This issue will contain important 
information on broadband in rural Georgia.  

If after reading this issue you would like a monthly 
subscription, contact a Customer Service Represen-
tative at 1.866.254.8100. Each issue is $.75 and the 
charge can be added to your monthly bill statement.  



2017 Washington Youth Tour 
Applications Now Available

Tri-County EMC is accepting applications from area high 
school students for consideration in the prestigious 
Washington Youth Tour, a unique, all-expenses-

paid, leadership opportunity available each year to students 
in Georgia. The two students chosen will join more than 100 
youth from Georgia to represent the state during the 2017 
Washington Youth Tour to be held June 8-15. (78221001)

The fast-paced, high-energy program is designed to give 
students a taste of democracy in action, expose them to the 
nation’s rich history through visits to national monuments and 
museums, and encourage students to become active in their 
own communities. 

The tour begins in Atlanta where students will get to know 
each other through team building and leadership exercises. 
In addition, students will learn about the history of electric 
cooperatives and what makes them relevant today.  
 

The group then travels to Washington, D.C. to connect with 
more than 1,500 students from across the country. While 
there, they will cruise down the Potomac River; lay a wreath at 
the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington Cemetery; and tour 
the U.S. Supreme Court, the Bureau of Printing and Engraving, 
Mount Vernon, the National Cathedral and Ford’s Theater. 
Students will also visit memorials honoring Presidents Franklin 
Roosevelt, Jefferson, Lincoln, and Washington; World War 
II; the Vietnam and Korean Wars; and watch the U.S. Marine 
Drum and Bugle Corps and the Silent Drill Platoon perform at 
the Iwo Jima Memorial. Students will also visit the Smithsonian 
Institute, Newseum and Holocaust Museums. 

Visit www.tri-countyemc.com/washingtonyouthtour.cms to 
download an application or pick up an application at the Tri-
County EMC Gray or Eatonton offices. Applicants must be age 
16 by June 2017 and live in a home served by Tri-County EMC. 
Applications must be sent to Kim Broun at P.O. Box 487, Gray, 
GA 31032 by February 15, 2017. 

“Seeing the  
Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery 
and the special 
changing of the 

guards ceremony 
for the 240th Birthday of the 
US Army is something I will 

never forget. “
 -Hunter Kimball, 2015

“I enjoyed not only 
seeing the great 
sites but also be-
ing surrounded 
by people that 

had such a differ-
ent outlook on life and 

wanted to do such great 
things. - Makayla Schafer, 2015

‘

‘‘

‘- Thoughts about the  Washington 
Youth Tour from past delegates 

Our tour group was a unique 
environment full of 
compassionate, 
driven and intel-
ligent individuals. 
This trip helped 
me further develop 
compassion towards others.                                   
                             - Ariel Daniels, 2016

Through my peers, I 
learned to be a 

better listener.  
I learned to lead, 

but also 
sometimes follow, 

the people trusting  
me as a leader.

                        - Matthew Dent, 2016



Did you find your 
account number?

Find your complete account number in this 
issue of Current Lines and win a $50 bill credit. 
Call 478.986.8126 to claim your bill credit.

Tri-County EMC  
Foundation Grants  
$19,050 in December
In December 2016, the Tri-County EMC Foundation Board approved 8 grant projects, 
totaling $19,050 in Operation Roundup funds, to benefit organizations or individuals in 
local communities. For more information on Operation Roundup, visit tri-countyemc.
com/operation-round-up.cms or contact us at 1.866.254.8100.

Clifton Ridge Science 
Olympiad Team: $450 
to help cover the cost of 
sending 30 students to 
compete in the state Sci-
ence Olympiad Competi-
tion in February. 
 
Grace 215 Inc.: 
$2,500 to go towards the 
purchase of a Disaster 
Response Unit that will be 
used to administer home 
repair assistance to Middle 
Georgia residents after 
natural disasters. 
 

JACOR Foundation: 
$5,000 to go towards the 
construction of an inclusive 
playground to be built in 
Jones County.
 
Jasper County Mentor 
Program: $600 to pur-
chase books for students 
in Jasper County. 

Lake Oconee FCA: 
$1,500 to be used for 
partial scholarships for 
lower income students 
to attend FCA’s Winter 
Recharge Camp.

Meals on Wheels of 
Middle Georgia: 
$5,000 to provide meals 
for individuals in need in 
Jones County.  

Putnam Community 
Resources:  
$2,000 to purchase 
food for a food bank in 
Putnam County

Milledgeville First 
United Methodist 
Church: 
$1,500 to repair the floors 
in the home of a needy in-
dividual in Baldwin County.

The JACOR Foundation received an Operation Roundup 
Grant to help bring an inclusive playground to Jones 
County. Jayden Clark, Tammy Clark and Jonathan Pitts 
accepted the check on behalf of JACOR.

 

Donald Appling, vice president of construction services, retires on January 12 after 39 
years at Tri-County EMC. “I’ve done some of everything - meter-reading, staking, work-
ing with crews, cashiering and even sweeping floors. I grew up here and I’ve seen a lot of 
changes. It’s been my home,” said Appling. “It will be a difficult transition to not hop in the 
truck to come to work when the lights go out, but I’m looking forward to retirement.”
 
Keith Brooks, current manager of safety and training, was selected to fill the role. With 
background as a meter-reader a lineman and a safety manager, Keith will bring a wealth of 
knowledge to the position. Keith started as a meter-reader and worked his way to being 
a lineman. He worked with Georgia EMC, training EMC employees around the state. He 
joined Tri-County EMC in 2013 and has transformed the safety and training program. 
Outside of EMCs, Keith is also a fireman and trained as a first responder. “I’ve enjoyed 
working with Donald these past few years, and I’m looking forward to the challenge of 
stepping into this role,” said Brooks.  
 
In his new role, Keith will manage the linemen, ensure the power lines are maintained, 
oversee the right-of-way maintenance and coordinate the cooperative’s safety program. 

A Farewell And A Welcome

Keith Brooks, pictured left, will step into Donald 
Appling’s role as vice president of operations following 
his retirement this month.
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Thanks to Becky Larman of Putnam County for submitting this recipe! Did you know that your recipe is worth $20 if chosen?  
Send your best recipes to kimb@tri-countyemc.com or mail to P.O. Box 487, Gray, GA 31032.

• 2 cups sliced peaches, fresh or canned
• 1/2 cup raisins
• 1/4 cup of cream sherry or white wine
• 1/2 cup sugar
• 1 1/2 tsp. corn starch (dissolved in sherry or wine)
• 1 tsp. cinnamon
• 1/4 tsp. ground cloves 

Recipe Box
Peach Sauce for Pork Loin or Ham

Directions: 
Mix the cornstarch in the sherry or wine in a separate bowl. Pour the mixture into a saucepan over medium heat. Stir in sugar. Add 
peaches, raisins, cinnamon and ground cloves. The peaches will easily mash as they warm. Stir gently over medium heat until warm. 
Serve warm or cool over a pork loin or ham.

Ingredients:

Did  
you  
know?
After extinguishing the fire in 
your fireplace, be sure to close 
the damper after the coals have 
cooled. Leaving the damper 
open creates a path for warm 
air to escape from your home. 

Walter Harrison 
Scholarship
Applications Due February 10

The Walter Harrison Scholarship is open to all undergraduate college 
students whose primary household is served by an EMC. A panel of judges 
from Tri-County EMC will select one undergraduate semi-finalist to 
compete for a $1,000 scholarship at the state level. A combination of need 
and academic ability will be used to determine winners. The scholarship 
must be used in Georgia. (79332001) 
 
Tri-County EMC must receive applications by February 10. The award 

honors the late Walter Harrison, a pioneer in the rural electrification movement. Visit  
www.tri-countyemc.com/walterharrison.cms for more information and to  
download the application.  

Owned By Those We Serve

Did you find your 
account number?

Find your complete account number in this 
issue of Current Lines and win a $50 bill credit. 
Call 478.986.8126 to claim your bill credit.




