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Maintaining Right-of-Way
Drought And Beetle Cause Tree Deaths
Have you noticed dead pine trees? Warm temperatures
and drought have led to an outbreak of pine beetles. The
drought is putting stress on trees and making them more
prone to beetle infestations. The Ips Engraver Beetle, in
particular, has infected thousands of trees in our service
area, posing a threat to power lines.
“In a year with normal rainfall, the Ips Engraver Beetle will
typically hit one or two trees and quit,” said Chip Bates,
Forest Health Coordinator with the Georgia Forestry
Commission. “Because of the dry conditions, we have had
many more cases this year.” The commission reports there
were more than 3,700 (¼ acre or less) spots affected by
the beetle noted in central Georgia alone.
While a tree is already stressed from drought, the beetles
inject a fungus into the tree, known as blue stain, which impedes the flow of water and nutrients in the tree. “It’s basically like hardening of the arteries in people,” said Bates. “It
clogs the ability to move water throughout the tree.” With
all of these factors combined, pine trees cannot survive.
Signs of infected trees include limbs changing from green to
brown, starting at the top of the tree, and needles dropping
from the tree. (39446002)

What Tri-County EMC Will Do:
Tri-County EMC has been systematically cutting dead pines overhanging our right-of-way. If you have a dead tree on your property that
is an immediate danger to power lines, contact a customer service
representative at 1.866.254.8100 to have us take the following steps:
1. A Tri-County EMC employee will come out and assess the tree to
determine if it does endanger our power lines and if we can safely cut
it. Tri-County EMC or Asplundh, our right-of-way contractor, will
schedule to have the work done if it can be cut.
2. Some trees, such as those very close to buildings or fences, or
extremely tall trees, may need to be cut by a tree surgeon.
3. Please understand that the property owner will be responsible
for the removal of tree (this is highly recommended to get the pine
beetles away from your property and remaining trees). Tri-County
EMC does not have equipment capable of chipping large diameter tree
trunks or a site for tree removal.

Once infestation has occurred, there is not much you can
do to save the tree. Focusing on proper tree care to prevent future infestations should be the most important focus
at that point.
“Although we are still in a drought, we are starting to get
regular rainfall,” said Bates. “This will allow the sap to move
through the trees again and keep the Ips beetles away.”
These dead trees are an eyesore, but they also cause problems for utilities. If a dead tree falls in Tri-County EMC’s
right-of-way, it is likely to hit a power line on the way
down, causing power outages or a possible fire.

In the map
above, each
red dot denotes
an area greater
than five acres
that has been
affected by the
Ips Engraver
Beetle.

2017 Cooperative
Scholarship Recipients

E

ach year, Tri-County EMC awards $6,000 in scholarship funds
through the Cooperative Scholarship. Three students from the TriCounty service area each received a $2,000 Tri-County EMC Cooperative
Scholarship last month. Funds were awarded based on academics, financial
need and a demonstrated commitment to the community in which they
reside. The Tri-County EMC Cooperative Scholarships are funded by
House Bill 431, which enabled unclaimed capital credits to fund local
education. The next Cooperative Scholarship deadline is April 15, 2018.
Learn more at www.tri-countyemc.com/cooperativescholarship.cms.
Congratulations to our recipients.

Jessica Greene,
District 1

Jessica Greene of Jones County
is a freshman at Georgia Military
College. In high school, she was on
the track team, a member of FFA
and DECA. She is an Ambassador
at GMC and plans to obtain a degree
in Biology and also work to obtain her
Pilot License.

Save Paper Vote Online

Board of Directors Election

T

o opt out of paper ballots and vote online during this
year’s annual election, visit us online at www.tricountyemc.com/voting.cms and complete the form
or give us a call at 1.866.254.8100. By opting out of paper
balloting and choosing to vote online, you will be sent your
login information for the voting website via email. You will
not be mailed a paper ballot.
If you have opted out before, there is no need to opt out
again unless your email address has changed. In that case,
please complete the online form with your updated email
address or give us a call. If we do not hear from you before
August 30, you will automatically receive a voting packet
in the mail this fall. In the voting packet, you will have the
option to return your paper ballot by mail as in years past,
or you can vote online using information provided in your
ballot package. (3350702)
If you have questions regarding online voting, please call
us at 1.866.254.8100. Remember that Tri-County EMC is
owned by its members, so member participation in the annual election is a crucial part of a successful cooperative.

T.J. Silva, District 2
T.J. is a senior at Putnam County
High School and plans to attend
UGA in the fall. He is an avid soccer player and organized a soccer
clinic to support Luke 101 — a
non-profit organization helping the
people of Haiti. He is active member
of his church youth group and enjoys
playing piano and ukulele. He hopes to
obtain a degree in physics, chemistry or engineering.

Anna Tarpley,
District 3

Anna Tarpley is a senior at Wilkinson County High School and plans
to attend Toccoa Falls College in
the fall. Through dual enrollment,
she has obtained her certified
nursing assistant certificate. Ultimately, she plans to obtain a nursing
degree and specialize in neonatal care.

Statement of
Nondiscrimination

T

his institution is an equal opportunity provider and
employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program
complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online here, or at
any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the
form. You may also write a letter containing all of the
information requested in the form. Send your completed
complaint form or letter by US Mail to US Department of
Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, by
fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

How Is Your Electric Dollar Used?

H

ave you ever wondered where your money goes when you
pay your electric bill to Tri-County EMC? It may surprise you
that most of each dollar pays for the actual electricity that goes to
your home. What’s left over pays for equipment materials, labor,
interest and other business expenses.

60¢ POWER COSTS
18¢ OPERATING COSTS
17¢ INTEREST & DEPRECIATION
5¢ MARGINS
Did you find your
account number?
Two students earn
scholarships from
the Tri-County EMC
Foundation
Leslie
Bennett

Leslie is a senior at Jones County
High School and will attend Shorter
University this fall. She was an active member of the marching band,
leading the band as drum major
her senior year. She is a member of
Northridge Christian Church and
has participated in Georgia State Bible
Drill and Samaritan’s Purse Ministries.
She plans to major in Christian Studies.

Find your complete account number in this
issue of Current Lines and win a $50 bill credit.
Call 478.986.8126 to claim your credit.

I

n addition to awarding grants each quarter, the Tri-County EMC
Foundation also awards scholarships to two deserving students in
the service area twice per year. The scholarships are worth $1,000
and are awarded based on academics, financial need and service to
others. Special consideration is given to non-traditional students
who are working full or part-time and have returned to school.
Congratulations recipients!

Terry Adrian
Adkins-Chatfield

Terry is a rising sophomore at Fort Valley
State University. He strives to be an active
member of his community by volunteering
at Habitat for Humanity, Loaves and Fishes,
Jones County Senior Center and Ronald
McDonald House. He also teaches STEM
lessons to elementary school students
twice a week. Ultimately, Terry would like
to be a conservation scientist

EMC Leaders Meet On Capitol Hill
2017 NRECA Legislative Conference

D

irectors, managers and key staff
with Tri-County EMC recently
met in Washington, D.C. for the annual National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) Legislative
Conference. (86504001)
During April 23-25, approximately 150
EMC leaders from Georgia joined a
contingent of 2,000 directors, managers and representatives from electric
cooperatives across the country to
educate members of Congress and
administration officials on legislative
issues affecting electric cooperative
member-owners.
“EMCs play an important role in the
communities we serve, and we’re
committed to the same fundamental
mission--empowering our consumerowners and supporting policies that

promote reliable electricity,” said Ray
Grinberg, CEO of Tri-County EMC.
“Advocating for our members doesn’t
stop at the edge of our service territory. It is critically important that our
elected leaders keep cooperatives in
mind when crafting laws and regulations that impact us.”
This year, the EMCs in Georgia met
with U.S. Senators David Perdue and
Johnny Isakson and members of Georgia’s congressional delegation.
Tri-County representatives
joined others in educating policymakers on the unique benefits of the
locally-controlled, consumer-owned,
cooperative business structure and
urged lawmakers to support initiatives
to benefit co-op members.

Pictured Left to Right: Tri-County EMC CEO, Ray Grinberg, and board chairman, Brenda P. Green, met with
U.S. Senator David Perdue during NRECA’s 2017
Legislative Conference.

Recipe Box
Balsamic Pot Roast
Thanks to Laura Jones of Putnam County for sharing this
delicious recipe! Did you know that your recipe is worth $20
if chosen? Send your best recipes to kimb@tri-countyemc.
com or mail to P.O. Box 487, Gray, GA 31032.
Ingredients:
• 3 lbs. beef chuck roast, boneless
• Garlic salt & pepper seasoning
• 2 tbsps. olive oil
• 1 yellow onion, sliced
• 2 sprigs of fresh rosemary
• 2 bay leaves
• 2 fresh sage leaves
(or a sprinkle of powdered sage)

•
•
•
•
•
•

2 cloves garlic, chopped
1 cup red wine
1/3 cup balsamic vinegar
1 (14.5oz) can beef broth
Baby carrots, about a bag
2 medium potatoes, cut into
bite-sized pieces

Directions:
Season the roast with garlic salt and pepper. Sear the meet in a hot skillet with the olive oil. Put the seared meat in your slow cooker
and top it with sliced onion, garlic, herbs and balsamic vinegar. Refrigerate overnight. In the morning, add the wine and beef broth.
Cook on low for 6 hours. Add the carrots and potatoes. Cook on low for another 3-4 hours or until potatoes and carrots are tender.
Ray Grinberg, CEO
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