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In this issue:

The Cooperative Difference
In addition to supplying affordable, reliable electric service, Tri-

County EMC makes a huge impact in the local communities it 
serves. While cooperatives provide electricity just as any other 
utility would, there are some differences.  

Cooperatives have member-owners, not cus-
tomers: Yes, members pay for their electricity as customers 
at an investor-owned utility would. But unlike investor owned 
utilities where decisions are made by stockholders, electric co-
operatives are owned by the members they serve. Members have 
a right to participate in the decisions of the cooperative and the 
election of board members through the annual meeting and elec-
tion process. (42213002)

Cooperatives focus on providing a service, 
not making a profit: Cooperatives are not-for-profit 
corporations. The money they collect above what is needed to 
provide electric service is returned to members in the form of 
capital credits, similar to stock dividends. If a member’s bill is one 
percent of the coop’s total revenue, their portion of capital cred-
its is one percent of the coop’s margins. 

Cooperatives Do Pay Taxes: Because cooperatives do 
not make a profit, they do not pay income taxes. They do, how-
ever, pay property taxes, ad valorem and sales taxes each year. In 
fact, in 2014 Tri-County EMC paid $614,585 in property taxes and 
$37,116 in ad valorem taxes and $1,220,673 in sales taxes from 
utility bills — a total of $1,872,374. 

Cooperatives Give Back To the Community: In 
2014, the Tri-County EMC Foundation donated $48,191 to 
non-profit organizations in the Tri-County service area through 
Operation Roundup grants. Tri-County also gives away $10,000 in 
scholarships annually, along with $30,000 in Bright Ideas grants to 
benefit local teachers. 
 
In addition to financial support in the community, Tri-County 
also sponsors community members in educational and leadership 
programs including the Washington Youth Tour, the Coopera-
tive Youth Leadership Camp, the EMC/FFA Rural Electrification 
Contest and the Cooperative Couples’ Conference.

To learn more about the cooperative difference, visit tri-countyemc.com.

donations taxes

total impact

$48,191 
OPERATION ROUNDUP GRANTS
(funded by voluntary member contributions)

$30,000 
BRIGHT IDEAS GRANTS
(funded by unclaimed capital credits)

$10,000 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
(funded by unclaimed capital credits &  
Operation Roundup contributions)

$88,191 
TOTAL

$614,585 
PROPERTY TAXES

$37,116 
AD VALOREM TAXES 
 

$1,220,673 
SALES TAX FROM UTILITY BILLS

$1,872,374 
TOTAL

C O M M U N I T Y  I M P A C T

$2,202,254
TO STRENGTHEN  
OUR COMMUNITY

capital credits
$241,689 
RETURNED TO MEMBERS 
IN CAPITAL CREDITS

www.tri-countyemc.com


Cooperative 
Scholarship 

Did you know? 
Lighting accounts for about 13% 

of the average household’s  
electric bill. Using energy efficient 

bulbs can help you cut costs.

Analese Bridges 
A recent graduate of Georgia Military 

College Prep School, Analese plans to 
attend Duke University in the fall. 
During her high school career she 
was a member of the Rifle Team, 
Basketball Cheerleading Squad, Beta 
Honor Society, and the Student Gov-

ernment Association, among others. In 
college Analese plans to major in Public 

Policy and ultimately practice law.

Paige Hill
A recent graduate of Putnam County High 

School, Paige plans to attend the Univer-
sity of West Georgia in the fall. During 
her high school career, Paige was a 
member of Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
The Beta Club, Student Council, and 

the Yearbook Club, among others. In 
college, Paige plans to major in Pre-Law.

Sarah Pounds 
A graduate of Jones County High School, 

Sarah currently attends  Mercer Univer-
sity. Sarah is a member of the Wes-
ley Foundation, and volunteers for 
the Macon Rescue Mission, the MLK 
Breakfast and March, tutors students 
at Southwest High School and plays 

bass guitar at her church. Sarah is ma-
joring in Journalism  and hopes to work 

in public relations for a non-profit organiza-
tion that helps to improve the local and global community.

To opt out of paper ballots and vote online only during this 
year’s annual election, visit tri-countyemc.com/voting.cms 
and complete the form or give us a call at 1.866.254.8100. By 
opting out of paper balloting and choosing to vote online, you 
will be sent your logon information for the voting website via 
email. You will not be mailed a paper ballot.  
 
If you have opted out before, there is no need to opt out again 
unless your email address has changed. In that case, please 
complete the online form with your updated email address or 
give us a call. (67485001)

If we do not hear from you before August 31, you will 
automatically receive a voting packet in the mail. In the voting 
packet, you will have the option to return your paper ballot by 
mail as in years past, or you can vote online using information 
provided in your ballot package.  
This year, members will elect a new board member to replace 
Tom Thompson, Jr., retiring this year, and vote on 36 changes 
to the bylaws. 

If you have questions regarding online voting, please call us at 
1.866.254.8100. Remember that Tri-County EMC is owned by 
its members, so member participation in the annual election is 
a crucial part of a successful cooperative. 

Save Paper, 
Vote Online

Are you interested in solar power? To help us better under-
stand your needs and to plan for the future, we are con-
ducting a brief survey about green energy. Please visit www.
tri-countyemc.com to complete our survey. One responder, 
drawn at random from completed responses, will win a $100 
gift card. If you don’t have Internet access and would like a 
paper copy of the survey, please stop by either office or call 
478.986.8126 to have a survey mailed to you. The deadline to 
submit a survey is July 31, 2015.

Solar Interest Survey

Each year, Tri-County EMC awards $6,000 in scholarship 
funds through the Cooperative Scholarship. 

Three students from the co-op’s service area 
each received a $2,000 Tri-County EMC 
Cooperative Scholarship in June. Funds 
were awarded based on academics, financial 
need and a demonstrated commitment 
to the community in which they reside. 
Recipients were chosen by an independent 
panel of judges based on anonymous 
applications. This year, the scholarship is 
given in memory of Miss Jane Haddock of Jones 
County — a longtime educator and friend of the cooperative.  

In Memory of Jane Haddock

www.tri-countyemc.com/voting.cms
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/?sm=ubBLQy3RQlK%2b8nESiq5wJibrSGOIXZOkG%2bV5rHZ7xWk%3d


Operation Roundup Scholarships Awarded

Foundation Grants  
$20,624 in June

Did you find your 
account number?

Find your complete account number in this 
issue of Current Lines and win a $50 bill credit. 
Call 478.986.8126 to claim your credit.

Last month, the Tri-County EMC Foundation Board approved 12 projects, totaling $20,624 in Operation 
Roundup funds, to benefit organizations or individuals in our local community. Applications for 26 projects 
were submitted requesting more than $100,000. The organizations that received funds last month are:       

In addition to awarding grants each quarter, the Tri-County EMC Foundation also awards scholarships to two deserving students in the service 
area twice per year. The scholarships, judged anonymously, are worth $1,000 and are awarded based on academics, financial need and service to 
others. Special consideration is given to non-traditional students who are working full or part-time and have returned to school. Congratulations 
to our recipients! The next deadline for Operation Roundup Scholarship Applications is October 15, 2015. (27505001)

Cory Gattie of Jones County is a senior 
at the University of Georgia. He plans to 
graduate in 2015 and attend medical school 
to become a pediatrician.

Analese Bridges of Jones County is a 
rising freshman at Duke University. 
She plans to major in Public Policy and 
ultimately practice law.

Analese Bridges Cory Gattie

Camp Kudzu: $1,500 for 
scholarships for students in 
the Tri-County Service Area 
to attend a summer camp for 
diabetic children.

Cub Scout Pack 34: 
$500 to fund camping 
and meeting supplies for a 
boy scout troop in 
Putnam County.

The GCSU Foundation: 
$1,000 to go towards the Po-
tato Drop — an annual event 
to provide food to those in 
need in Baldwin County.

Golden Harvest Food 
Bank: $1,000 to purchase 
food for food banks in  
Putnam County.

Haddock Baptist 
Church: $389.27 to  
construct a wheelchair ramp 
for a church member with 
limited mobility. 

JACOR Foundation: 
$3,000 to help an individual 
with cerebral palsy attend 
college.

Jones County Senior 
Center: $1,500 to purchase 
meals for two senior citizens 
in the congregate meals 
program. 

Muscular Dystrophy 
Association: $2,400 to 
send three students with 
muscular dystrophy from the 
Tri-County Service area to 
summer camp.

Northridge Cares 
Ramps: $1,335 to purchase 
materials for church volun-
teers to construct a wheel-
chair ramp for an individual in 
need in Baldwin County. 

Gray United Method-
ist Church: $3,500 to 
assist in funding the River of 
Life program — a mission 
program that allows the youth 
of the church to repair homes 
for those in need in the area. 
 

Milledgeville First 
United Methodist 
Church: $3,500 to assist 
in funding the River of Life 
program in which members 
of the church will construct 
wheelchair ramps for 
individuals in need.
 
Ronald McDonald 
House of Central GA: 
$1,000 to provide nights of 
stay for family members with 
children in the hospital from 
the Tri-County Service Area. Ronald McDonald House Director, Bonnie 

Hopkins, accepts an Operation Roundup Grant 
from Kim Bonner, Tri-CountyEMC Foundation.



Recipe Box
Mother’s Teacakes 

C. Hill Bentley, CEO

Board of Directors
Tom Thompson Jr., Chairman
Brenda P. Green, Vice Chairman
Thomas Noles, Secretary/Treasurer
Dan Greene, Sammy Hall,  
Chester Mercer, Marion Nelson,  
Cecil Patterson, Mike S. Rainey III
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Trucks for Sale
Tri-County EMC has 3 trucks for sale “as is” by sealed bid. All bids 
are due to the Gray office by July 31, 2015. For more information, 
call 478.986.8126 or 1.866.254.8100, ext. 8126. Trucks must be 
picked up and paid for within 30 days of notification of a winning bid. 

Please send sealed bids to:
Tri-County EMC

Attn: Kim Bonner, Truck Bid
P.O. Box 487

Gray, GA 31032
Please include your name and  

contact information along with your bid

Truck 1 
2002 Chevy Silverado  
180,099 Miles 
V8 Engine 
Short WB

Truck 2 
2006 Chevy Silverado 
241,985 Miles 
V8 Engine 
Long WB 
Extended Cab

Truck 3 
2007 Chevy Silverado 
293,961 Miles 
V8 Engine 
Short WB 
Extended Cab

Thanks to Judy Lawrence of Baldwin County for sharing this 
delicious recipe! Did you know that your recipe is worth $20 
if chosen? Send your best recipes to kimb@tri-countyemc.
com or mail to P.O. Box 487, Gray, GA 31032.

Ingredients: 
1 1/2 cups sugar
1 cup (two sticks) real butter (room temperature)
2 eggs 
1 teaspoon real vanilla flavoring
4 cups self-rising flour

Directions: 
Mix sugar, butter and eggs, and add vanilla. Gradually add 4 
cups of flour, mixing well after each. Dough will be stiff. Roll out 
the dough on floured surface to 1/4 inch thick. Cut using cookie 
cutter. Place on un-greased  cookie sheet. Bake at 350 degrees 
about 7 minutes until underside of cookie is slightly brown.
Do not over bake. Makes about 3 dozen teacakes, depending on 
size of cookie cutter.

mailto:kimb@tri-countyemc.com
www.tri-countyemc.com

