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THIS MONTH’S NEWS

• Change in Rates, pages 1-2 

• Cooperative Election:  
What’s on the Ballot? page 3 

• Bright Ideas Teachers Grants, page 4 

• Stuffed Zucchini Boats, page 4 

CHANGE IN RATES  
SCHEDULED FOR  
OCTOBER
Tri-County EMC members may notice a change in their monthly bill 
in October. Most of this increase is due to our investment in genera-
tion from Plant Vogtle. 

Beginning with bills rendered on or after October 1, Tri-County EMC 
will increase the rate per kWh charged to our members. This increase 
is due to the impact of Vogtle Units 3 and 4 coming online and rising 
operating costs. 
 
The impact of the rate increase will vary based on your usage pat-
terns. The average residential member, who uses about 1,000 kWhs 
per month, will see a monthly bill increase of about $5. Members with 
higher usage will see a slightly higher increase.

Tri-County has made great strides in recent years to diversify the 
cooperative’s fuel mix to incorporate more clean power while also 
planning for stable future energy needs as our membership and 
energy demand grows. In 2005, coal generation made up 54 percent of 
the cooperative’s energy mix. Coal now provides less than 10 percent 
of our members’ electric needs. In its place, we have added natural gas 
and carbon-free resources including solar, and now new nuclear. 
 
 “We are continually trying to balance low costs with reliability. Utility 
scale solar generation is very inexpensive, but we still need reliable 
resources that we can count on 24 hours per day,” said Ray Grinberg, 
chief executive officer of Tri-County. 

 

Continued on Page 2
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Commitment to community is an important part of our cooperative. 
Throughout the year, Tri-County EMC awards scholarships and 
grants to organizations and individuals in our service area to 
strengthen the communities we serve. Since 2008, Tri-County EMC 
has provided nearly $280,000 in grants to local schools through the 
Bright Ideas Grant Program. Below are a few facts about the grant 
program. All 2019 Bright Ideas Grant applications are due Sep-
tember 15 by midnight. For additional information visit our website 
attri-countyemc.com/bright-ideas.cms or contact Kim Broun at 
478.986.8126 or kimb@tri-countyemc.com. (71723001)

“Plant Vogtle gives us that reliability for the next eighty years,” said Grinberg. 
Tri-County will blend those costs into the cooperative’s fuel mix, making a rate 
increase necessary.

Increases in costs in areas beyond power generation are also affecting the coopera-
tive. “Like many industries across the U.S. today, Tri-County EMC is also experi-
encing the escalating cost of materials and supplies we use to build, operate and 
maintain our electric system,” said Ray Grinberg, CEO. 

“Raising rates is not something any company or any board of directors likes to 
do,” said Brenda P. Green, chairman of Tri-County EMC’s Board of Directors. “Tri-
County has done a great job of managing costs over the years. We’ve found ways, 
through efficiencies, to absorb many of those cost increases. A rate increase has 
now become a necessity for the cooperative in order to maintain the current level 
of reliability and service.” While increases in the minimum bill occurred between 
2018 and 2020, there has not been an increase in the per-kWh charges since 2014. 

Tri-County EMC continually looks for ways to operate more efficiently and keep ex-
penses down. The co-op has been able to avoid increases for more than seven years 
by using technology to improve reliability, operations and efficiency and combin-
ing positions rather than creating news ones. In the cooperative business model, 
rates are not set to make a profit. In fact, when profits are made they are returned 
to members in the form of capital credits. The focus with this rate change is to keep 
the business financially strong on behalf of all members and continue to provide 
safe, reliable energy for years to come. (78221001)

Did you find your account number? Find your complete account number  
inside parentheses in this issue of Current Lines for a $50 bill credit.  
Call us at 478.986.8126 to claim your credit. 

ACCOUNT 
NUMBER

RATE CHANGEContinued from Page 1
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CHAP NELSON is a lifelong resident of Jones County. He has 
been a skilled nursing center administrator and registered nurse 
for the past 25 years and currently works at Autumn Lane Health 
and Rehabilitation. An active member of the community, he co-
ordinates the Chaptactular Chainsaw Carving fundraiser ben-
efitting the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation each year and he serves 
as a 4-H volunteer. He is an outdoors sportsman, loves dogs and 
chainsaw carving. He has two children, Sylvan and Brick Lee.   

GEORGE “BUCK” COMER graduated from Jones County 
High School. He served in the US Air Force as a Sentry Dog 
Handler and completed a tour of duty in Vietnam. Follow-
ing his service, he worked with Atlanta Gas Light for 37 years. 
George is a supporter of the Animal Rescue Foundation, Habi-
tat for Humanity of Milledgeville and the Ronald McDonald 
House and a member of Clinton United Methodist Church. He 
and his wife, Cheryl, have one child, Tracy, and one grandson.   

TOMMY NOLES graduated from Georgia Military College and 
the University of Georgia with a degree in Pharmacy and is cur-
rently a pharmacist in Milledgeville. Mr. Noles is also Tri-Coun-
ty’s Secretary and Treasurer. He stays busy on Sundays as a Dea-
con and substitute Sunday School Teacher for Haddock Baptist 
Church. Tommy and Shirley Noles have four grown children.

Post 2 Director Seats

E L E C T I O N 
FAST FACTS

• Your ballot will be delivered to you 
via mail or email in September. If 
you want to vote online, visit  
tri-countyemc.com/voting.cms to 
register by August 25. All other 
members will be automatically 
mailed a paper ballot.  

• There are three director seats on the 
ballot this year. All directors are in-
cumbents and running unopposed. 

• Tri-County EMC’s Annual Meeting 
is scheduled for Thursday, October 
21. If you plan to attend,  please 
look for more information on tri-
countyemc.com and the September 
Issue of Current Lines as the date 
draws near.  

• All members that cast a ballot will 
be entered to win a cash prize of 
$500 and one of ten $50 prizes.  

• Learn more about the election at 
tri-countyemc.com/election.cms

Terms for the Board of Directors’ seats are 3 years. This year, Post 2 Seats  of Districts 1, 2 and 3 are on the ballot. All candidates are 
incumbents and are running unopposed.

COOPERATIVE ELECTION BALLOTS  
COMING IN SEPTEMBER
Each year, Tri-County EMC holds an annual meeting of the membership as well as a board of directors’ election. And each mem-
ber that casts a vote in the election will be entered to win a cash prize of $500, or one of ten $50 prizes. Ballots will be sent to 
each member in September. If you would like to receive your ballot via email, enroll in online voting on our website  
(tri-countyemc.com/voting.cms) prior to August 25. If you have voted online in past elections, there is no need to register 
again. If you do not opt to vote online, a ballot will automatically be sent to you in the mail. If you choose to vote by mail, the 
ballot can returned via mail using the postage-paid envelope. If necessary, ballots can be returned at either Tri-County EMC of-
fice drive-thru. (41771001)

Ballot items for this year’s election include candidates for the Post 2 director seats. Candidates for these director seats are all 
incumbents and are running unopposed. Candidate biographies and additional information on the election can be found below. 

Our annual meeting will take place on October 21. Look for additional details on our website and in the September 2021 issue of 

RATE CHANGE

Post 2 District 1, Jones & Bibb Counties

Post 2 District 2, Putnam, Jasper & Morgan Counties

Post 2 District 3, Baldwin, Wilkinson & Twiggs Counties
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Thanks to Marjorie Stanford of Putnam 
County for the recipe. Did you know your 
recipe is worth $20 if chosen? Send your best 
recipes to kimb@tri-countyemc.com or mail 
to P.O. Box 487, Gray, GA 31032.

RECIPE 
BOX

• 3-4 large zucchini
• 1 tube ground sausage
• 1 small onion chopped
• 1/2 green pepper chopped
• 1/2 block of cream cheese
• 1/2 cup of cream cheese
• 1 cup of shredded cheese
• Salt and pepper to taste

STUFFED  
ZUCCHINI BOATS

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Coat a large 
rectangular baking dish with with cooking 
spray. Cut the zucchini in half lengthwise, 
then use a spoon to carefully scoop the flesh 
out of the zucchinis. Sprinkle salt and pepper 
over the zucchini shells. Arrange the zucchini 
in the baking dish. Cook the sausage for 4-5 
minutes on the stove, breaking up the meat 
with a spatula.Add the onion and green 
pepper cook for an additional 4 minutes or 
until onion and pepper are softened. Add small 
spoon fulls of cream cheese into the zucchini 
boats. Spoon the meat mixture evenly into the 
zucchini shells, then top with sour cream and 
shredded cheese. Bake for 30-40 minutes, or 
until zucchini is tender and cheese is melted 
and golden brown.

INGREDIENTS

DIRECTIONS
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Owned By Those We Serve

Ray Grinberg, CEO

Board of Directors
Brenda P. Green, Chairman 
Sammy Hall, Vice-Chairman
Thomas Noles, Secretary/Treasurer
George “Buck” Comer,  
Dan Greene, Chap Nelson,  
Marion Nelson, Cecil Patterson, 
Mike Rainey

TEACHERS: WIN UP TO  
$1,500 FOR YOUR  
CLASSROOM THROUGH A 
BRIGHT IDEAS GRANT
Tri-County EMC will award $30,000 in grants to teachers at schools 
within the service area to execute innovative projects in their class-
rooms. Applications are due October 15. (91960001)

MISSION: 
The Bright Ideas grant program, spon-
sored by Tri-County Electric Member-
ship Cooperative, provides grants for 
teachers to improve education in local 
classrooms for innovative projects in 
grades Pre-K through 12 that would not 
otherwise be funded. The program is 
funded by unclaimed capital credits. 

ELIGIBILITY: 
Georgia certified public or private 
school teachers in grades Pre-K 
through 12 in Baldwin, Jones, Putnam, 
Jasper, Twiggs and Wilkinson Counties 
qualify to apply

CRITERIA:
Projects will be judged based on in-
novation, goals, learning objectives, 
student involvement and budget

INDIVIDUAL GRANT LIMIT: 
Individual projects can be funded 
up to $1,500

 

TERM: 
Grants will be awarded annually based 
on merit and must be used within 18 
months of issue date. Follow up reports 
may be requested by the cooperative. 

APPLICATION: 
Applications must be completed online 
at www.tri-countyemc.com/bright-
ideas.cms by midnight on October 15. 

FUNDING: 
Funds come from unclaimed capital 
credits that otherwise would have been 
surrendered to the state

tri-countyemc.com/bright-ideas.cms | Due October 15

*Tri-County EMC is an equal opportunity  
provider and employer*

Tri-County Offices will be closed on September 6 for Labor Day. 


