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In this issue:

On July 21, cooperative employ-
ees, directors and local leaders 

gathered to help dedicate Tri-County 
EMC’s cooperative solar project 
in Eatonton. Construction for the 
project began in January and was 
completed in early July. This project 
was developed jointly between Tri-
County EMC, Georgia Power and 
United Renewable Energy LLC.  
 
Energy produced by these 4,200 
panels is available to members to 
purchase through the ourSolar pro-
gram. ourSolar is an alternative for 
any Tri-County EMC member who 
does not have a house or business 
suitable for installing solar panels, 
but wants to participate in clean 
renewable energy programs, without 
having to purchase or install panels 
themselves. 
 
Members can purchase up to four 
1.22 kWh blocks of solar capacity 
from the array, with each block pro-
ducing approximately 160-250 kWh 
per month. Each “block” is equiva-
lent to approximately four of 4,200 
solar module. The energy generated 
by the block will be credited against 
the normal usage on that month’s 
electric bill. Each block will cost $25 
per month.

Brenda P. Green, Chairman of the 
Tri-County EMC Board of Directors, 
noted how demand for green energy 

has changed through the years. 
“Over time, our member’s expecta-
tions of how energy is created has 
certainly changed. Nothing could 
better point that out than the de-
mand for the co-op to construct this 
7-acre solar site. This project brings 
renewable energy at an affordable 
price without risk to our members.” 
 
The project represented a $2 mil-
lion investment, from construction 
to completion, in Eatonton. Walter 
Rocker, Mayor of Eatonton, noted, 
“We are grateful to Tri-County EMC 
for letting the city of Eatonton be the 
site for this project.” 
 
Ray Grinberg, CEO, is excited to 
see the project in action. “Today is 
a landmark moment for Tri-County 
EMC, as this is our first utility-scale 
solar site located within our service 
territory,” said Grinberg. “Solar has 
really taken off and is set to be a 
large cornerstone of power supply 
in Georgia in the future. We are 
excited to be a part of that.”

To learn more about ourSolar, visit 
www.tri-countyemc.com/
cooperativesolar.cms

Commissioning Ceremony  
Held for Solar Array



Ariel Daniels of Baldwin County and Mat-
thew Dent of Putnam County recently 

joined three Youth Tour directors, 112 fellow 
delegates and 14 chaperones for the Wash-
ington Youth Tour, an annual leadership event 
sponsored by the electric cooperatives in 
Georgia, including Tri-County EMC.

The trip, held June 9-16, offered students 
a mix of leadership and teambuilding exer-
cises, history lessons with visits to some of 
the country’s most treasured museums and 
monuments and a rare opportunity to meet 
one-on-one with members of Georgia’s Con-
gressional delegation.

According to Kim Broun with Tri-County 
EMC, the Youth Tour is designed to help 
EMCs promote stronger communities and 
a stronger nation by giving as many young 
people as possible the ability and desire to be-
come leaders in their communities and make 
meaningful, lifelong contributions. “While it’s 
true some students are more comfortable in 
leadership roles, all great leaders need help 
developing their skills,” says Broun. “Others 
who might not perceive themselves as leaders 
can become exceptional leaders if given the 
right coaching and encouragement.”

Delegates and their families gathered in At-
lanta for a kick-off banquet on June 9. The fol-
lowing day, the students departed for Wash-
ington, D.C. to begin the week-long journey. 
Highlights included guided tours and stops at 
Arlington Cemetery, Smithsonian Museums, 

Holocaust Museum, Mount Vernon, Supreme 
Court, U. S. Capitol, Washington Monument, 
and the MLK, FDR, Jefferson, World War II, 
Korean War, and Lincoln Memorials. 

Another teaching moment involved discuss-
ing today’s top energy issues with members 
of Georgia’s congressional delegation, 
including personal visits and photos with 
Senators David Perdue and Johnny Isakson 
and U.S. Representatives Buddy Carter, 
Lynn Westmoreland, Rob Woodall, Austin 
Scott, Doug Collins, Jody Hice, Barry Loud-
ermilk and Rick Allen.

“My goal of the trip was to come in with 
a positive attitude and meet as many 
people as possible,” noted Dent. “Through 
my peers, I learned to be a better listener. I 
learned to lead, but also sometimes follow, 
the people trusting me as a leader.”

“Our tour group was a unique environment 
full of compassionate, driven and intelligent in-
dividuals,” said Daniels.  “This trip helped me 
further develop compassion towards others.”

This year, Tri-County EMC and other electric 
co-ops in Georgia celebrated 51 years of 
sponsoring students for the prestigious event.  
Since the first Youth Tour took place in 1965, 
more than 3,100 teens have been sponsored 
by EMCs in Georgia and given a rare glimpse 
into the country’s rich heritage while learning 
lessons on the importance of contributing to a 
productive society. (57471001)

Learn More: 
tri-countyemc.com/washingtonyouthtour.cms

Students return from  
Washington D.C. 



As a Tri-County EMC member, you have the option to help your community by rounding your electric bill up to 
the next dollar. That small amount of change, less than $12 per year, goes to the Tri-County EMC Foundation to 

fund worthy projects in the co-op’s service area.  
 
Each quarter, the Tri-County EMC Foundation Board of Directors meets to determine what projects to fund with 
the money raised from Operation Roundup.  
 
All non-profit and civic groups serving the Tri-County EMC area are eligible to apply for an Operation Roundup Grant.  
 
The next deadline to apply for a grant is September 1. To learn more, visit www.tri-countyemc.com/operation-round-up.cms. 

Grant Applications Due September 1  

Shopping for Energy Efficiency

Inspect the HVAC Unit(s):  
• Check the age of the HVAC unit. Heating 
and air units have a lifespan of 15-20 years, 
on average. While units can last longer than 
that, the efficiency level starts to lag behind 
current technology. 

• See if the house has a heat pump or elec-
tric strip heat. Heat pumps are 2-3 times 
more efficient than electric strip heat.   
 
•  Regular maintenance extends the life 
of the HVAC unit. If it has been checked 
recently, the coils should be clean, there 
should be no water damage in the unit and 
it should be free of rust, dirt and debris. 

• Check to see if the duct work is in good 
shape. Make sure there are no holes and 
duct work is not sagging or disconnected. 
Faulty duct work can cost thousands of 
dollars to replace. 

Water Heater: 
Run water faucets in the home to ensure 
the water heater is working properly. Make 
sure it does not look rusted and there is no 
physical damage to the heater. 

Attic Insulation:  
Heating and cooling accounts for 50%, on 
average, or a home’s energy bill. Having 
a poorly insulated house can significantly 
affect the energy use. Attic insulation 
requirements for our climate area are R-30 
- R-38 or higher. The R-Value measures an 
insulating material’s resistant to heat flow. 
R-38 works out to be 12 inches or more 
of loose insulation, such as  fiberglass or 
cellulose. Spray foam, which has a higher R-
Value, should be at least 4-6 inches thick. 

Windows:  
Don’t let older windows in a home 
keep you from purchasing it. It 
is more important to make sure 
that windows are properly sealed 
and caulked rather than having 
all new windows in the home, as 
you rarely see a full payback with 
the increased efficiency on new 
windows. 

Pools:  
Who wouldn’t want to relax in the 
pool during the middle of summer? 
Keep in mind while pools are great 
to have, there are also many costs. 

On average, pools can cost up to $150 
per month to run the pumps necessary for 
proper pool maintenance. Plus the cost of 
chemicals to keep it clean.

For more information on efficiency or to 
schedule a free home energy audit, contact 
us at 478.986.8100 or 1.866.254.8100. 

Look for Efficiency When Purchasing A Home

S o you’ve found your dream home. The price is right and it’s on a beautiful lot in the best school 
zone. You can already picture yourself grilling on the back porch and you know exactly where you 

will put the couch in the living room. Now, what color for the walls? 

Before you start picking paint colors, you may want to consider how energy efficient your (hopefully) 
future home may be. Although the mortgage calculation sounds good now, if you have a home that is 
inefficient, your bills can quickly rise, making your monthly budget a little tighter than expected.  
 
Luckily, there are a few things you can check to see how efficient a home is before you sign on the 
dotted line. Here’s what our energy experts recommend. (68902001)
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Thanks to Laura Smith of Baldwin County for sharing this recipe! Did you 
know that your recipe is worth $20 if chosen? Send your best recipes to 
kimb@tri-countyemc.com or mail to P.O. Box 487, Gray, GA 31032.

Ingredients: 
1 (6.2 oz.) package of fast-cooking long-grain and wild rice mix
3 cups of chopped, cooked chicken
2/3 cup of Italian dressing 
1 (8oz.) container of sour cream
 
Directions: 
Cook the rice in a large saucepan according to the package directions. 
After it is cooked, stir in the chicken, dressing and sour cream. Mix 
together. Spoon the mixture into a lightly-greased 2-qt. baking dish. 
Bake at 325 degrees for 30 minutes. 

Note: Rotisserie chicken works great for this recipe!

Dakota Haskins, a student at Jones County High School, represented Tri-County EMC 
at the 32nd Annual Georgia Cooperative Youth Conference held July 18-22 at the 

Georgia FFA-FCCLA Center in Covington. The mission of the conference is to 
educate students about cooperatives, build their leadership skills and promote 
teamwork through a series of activities, trainings and presentations. During the 
5-day conference, students engaged in activities such as the Congressional Insight 
Workshop, where they participated in making staff, media and legislation deci-

sions to gain a deeper understanding as to why their political involvement in the 
legislative process is important. Other highlights of the conference included per-

sonality assessments and the “Co-ops 101” program in which speakers discussed the 
cooperative way of business including history, organization, member benefits, opportunities and current 
issues. Students that attended heard presentations from council members, Georgia EMC, GEMC Federal 
Credit Union, Dairy Farmers of America, Staplcotn, Southern States and Farm Credit as well as the Geor-
gia Cotton Commission. (80303001)

Operation Roundup: 
See the Difference

Recipe Box
Chicken and Wild Rice Casserole

Did you 
know? 

 
Does your home have 

a window air- 
conditioning unit? 

Make sure that your 
window unit is prop-

erly weather-stripped 
and clean the filter 

monthly. Keep “fresh 
air” vents on window 

A/C units closed to 
keep humid  
air outside.

Local Student Attends  
Youth Leadership Camp

Owned by Those We Serve

Did you find your 
account number?

Find your complete account number in this 
issue of Current Lines and win a $50 bill 
credit. Call 478.986.8126 to claim your credit.


