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In this issue:

Tribute to Chairman Tom Thompson, Jr.

T om Thompson, Jr. will retire from his 
post as chairman of the Tri-County 

EMC board of directors on October 15, 
bringing a close to 30 years of service to 
the cooperative, including the last 29 years 
as Chairman of the Board.

Working in the dairy business in Putnam 
County, Tom knows the importance of 
having reliable electric service. “If the 
power went out on the farm, the cows 
couldn’t be milked or provided with water 
(each cow can consume 50 gals/day) unless 
you had a generator. Without water the 
cows will die. Not milking the cows can 
cause infections leading to their death. Even 
keeping cows cool in the hot months re-
quires electricity for fans and water sprays. 
Reliable electric service is the top priority.”

When Tri-County formed in 1939, most of 
the electric service provided was to farms 
and agricultural communities. As the cities 
began to grow, more and more individuals 
moved to rural areas, spurring the growth 
of Tri-County EMC’s system.

Thompson was elected to the board in 
1985 and quickly helped to redirect a 
cooperative that was experiencing member 
dissatisfaction and what was seen as barri-
ers to an open democratic process. “I was 
asked to serve by the Tri-County members 
in 1985 who felt members’ voices were not 
being heard, that they were being unjustly 
treated and that the democratic process 
wasn’t working in the cooperative,” com-
mented Thompson.  “Within 12 months 
we had a new board, a new manager, and 
a new attorney,” he continued.  During 
a called meeting of the membership, the 
board reviewed and rewrote the bylaws 
which were adopted by the membership. 
“With those bylaw changes, we basically 
opened the doors of the board room and 
directors allowed members full access.”

Reflecting on his 30 years of service, 
Thompson noticed many changes. In 1985, 
coal was the main source of electric gen-
eration. Now Tri-County boasts a fuel mix 
that includes natural gas, nuclear, hydro, 
biomass and solar. At the time of his arrival 
on the board, some power lines and other 
system components were in much need 
of improvement. The system was about to 
undergo a growth spurt that would require 
reconstructed lines and new or upgraded 
substations. Thompson urged the coop-
erative’s board and leadership to invest in 
system upgrades to help improve system 
reliability. Meter reading was changed from 
an employee manually reading each meter 
to automated meter reading where electric 

consumption is measured electronically 
and transmitted over power lines, tremen-
dously increasing the accuracy of the read-
ings and delivering quicker usage feedback 
to members. “Electronic meter reading 
gave us the ability to help the members 
with their consumption, letting them use 
information available through the co-op to 
monitor their own usage,” said Thompson.

Celebrating 30 Years of Service

Thompson was elected to the board during 
the co-op’s 1985 Annual Meeting, shown above.

Left: Tom speaks to members at the cooperative’s 
annual meeting in 1999. Right: C. Hill Bentley, CEO 
and Thompson pose in front of the newly construct-
ed Eatonton office in 1999.
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Earlier this year, local high 
school students Makayla 

Schafer and Hunter Kimball, both 
of Jones County, were chosen for 
the June 11-18 Washington Youth 
Tour. They joined 111 high school 
students from Georgia to learn 
leadership skills, the need for 
civic involvement and to immerse 
themselves in the culture and his-
tory of the U.S.  
 
According to Kim Bonner, 
Communications Specialist at 
Tri-County, the purpose of the 
Youth Tour is to help EMCs 
promote stronger communities 
and a stronger nation by giving as 
many young people as possible 
the ability and desire to make 
meaningful, lifelong contribu-
tions. Another key component is 
to teach students to appreciate 
diverse points of view and accept 
different social, racial and cultural 
backgrounds.(42213002)

The Georgia delegation joined 
approximately 1,600 of their 
talented and ambitious peers and 
300 chaperones from 43 states.
  
“We think it’s important to 
emphasize to the next generation, 
particularly at this critical time in 
their lives, that standing up for what 
you believe in is a real test of cour-
age and conviction,” says Bonner. 

In Washington, highlights 
included stops at Arlington Cem-
etery, the Washington National 
Cathedral, as well as the Jeffer-
son, Lincoln, FDR, MLK, WWII, 
Vietnam and Korean War memo-
rials. The group also toured the 
U.S. Capitol, viewed the Declara-
tion of Independence, and visited 
the Supreme Court, the Library 
of Congress and explored the 
Smithsonian museums.  
 
Hunter’s favorite part of the 
trip was the Arlington National 
Cemetery. “Seeing the Arlington 
National Cemetery and a special 
Changing of the Guards Ceremo-
ny to celebrate the 240th Birth-
day of the US Army is something 
I will never forget,” said Kimball.  
 
Makayla enjoyed the sites and 
noted that her peers on the trip 
had a positive impact on her. “I 
enjoyed not only seeing the great 
sites but also being surrounded by 
people that had such a different 
look on life and wanted to do 
such great things,” said Schafer. 
“The trip inspired me to alter my 
college plans and apply to attend 
the Air Force Academy next fall.”

The students gained perspective 
on some of today’s important 
issues and their role as involved 
citizens during discussions with 

staff and members of Georgia’s 
congressional delegation, includ-
ing personal visits and photos 
with Senators David Perdue and 
Johnny Isakson and U.S. Repre-
sentatives from across the state. 
 
The Washington Youth Tour, 
celebrating 50 years of sponsor-
ing students this year, stands 
as Georgia’s oldest leadership 
program for teens. For 50 years, 
more than 50,000 young citizens 

have traveled to Washington 
with the help of their electric 
memberhip cooperatives. 

High School students within the 
Tri-County Service Area ages 
16-18 qualify to apply. To learn 
more about the Washington 
Youth Tour, visit tri-countyemc.
com/washingtonyouthtour.
cms or contact Kim Bonner at 
kimb@tri-countyemc.com or 
478.986.8126.

Students return from  
Washington D.C. 

Makayla Schafer & Hunter Kimball
2015 Washington Youth Tour Delegates



Electricity usage monitors are now 
available for members. The Kill A 
WattTM energy usage monitor allows 
you to reduce your energy costs by 
measuring the energy use of appliances.  
By plugging an appliance into the Kill 
A WattTM,  it will assess how efficient 
the unit really is. The LCD screen will 
tell you exactly how many kWhs of 
electricity are being used.

Tri-County members can borrow a Kill A WattTM Energy Usage Monitor 
from the cooperative at 30 days for no charge. If at the end of those 30 
days the unit is not returned, the member will be charged $19.95 for the 
cost of the device. Members can also opt to purchase the device for that 
same price. (74298001)
 
To learn more, visit tri-countyemc.com/energymonitor.cms 

Energy Usage  
Monitors Available

Did you find your 
account number?

Find your complete account number in this 
issue of Current Lines and win a $50 bill 
credit. Call 478.986.8126 to claim your credit.

An update to the myTCEMC app is now available. 
The easily navigable app allows you to see usage 
graphs while overlaying weather data to see how 
your usage correlates with the weather. It also 
shows you to view the cooperative’s outage 
map and lets you report an outage directly from 

your phone. The app delivers 
daily and hourly kWh usage 
through graphs and allows 
you to set alerts to notify you 
when you have used a certain 
amount of energy each day. The 
myTCEMC app is available for 
download on the Apple and 
Android Marketplaces. To learn 
more, visit tri-countyemc.
com/mobile-app.cms.

Update Your 
myTCEMC App

The cooperative also began to put more of an emphasis on commu-
nity involvement with the inception of the Bright Ideas and Opera-
tion Roundup grant programs, as well as scholarship and leadership 
programs. “The nice thing about Operation Roundup is that 100% 
of the dollars that are contributed goes back into the community.  
It’s done by local people for local causes.” Since 2001, members 
have donated more than $1 million to Operation Roundup to fund 
worthy projects in the Tri-County service area.

While there have been many positive changes at Tri-County, Tom 
saw one key and continuous mission. “The biggest challenge is 
always in trying to ensure you are doing everything you can to 
provide the best possible service at the lowest possible cost to the 
membership,” said Thompson. “That’s a constant challenge, but I 
think it’s one that we have handled very well.”
 
Tom spoke to the caliber of Tri-County board members and staff. 
“There was a lot of satisfaction in being able to put together a 
management team that carried out the wishes of the board,” said 

Thompson. “And having 
a board that spoke with 
one voice made it that 
much easier.” 

“It’s the synergy of the 
board that I think was the 
greatest satisfaction” said 
Thompson. “I’ve served 
as chairman of lots of 
boards, whether they 
were co-op, corporate, 
education, church or 
government.   Tri-County’s 
board has been the most 
pleasurable of all these. It’s been a real pleasure and an honor to 
serve on the Tri County Board. A lot has been accomplished by 
working together with a common goal.”

Tribute
Continued from Page 1

Thompson addresses the crowd at an  
Operation Roundup event in 2014 celebrating 
$1 million in donations to the program.

Tom Thompson, Jr. will retire from his post on the  
Tri-County EMC Board at the cooperative’s annual 

meeting on October 15 after 30 years of service.
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Thanks to Anne Shepherd of Putnam County for sharing this recipe! Did you 
know that your recipe is worth $20 if chosen? Send your best recipes to 
kimb@tri-countyemc.com or mail to P.O. Box 487, Gray, GA 31032.

Ingredients: 
1 large can of sliced peaches
2 tubes crescent rolls
2 sticks butter
1 1/3 cups sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
Dash of cinnamon
12 oz. can Mountain Dew
 
Directions: 
Unroll and separate the crescent rolls. Roll one or two peach slices in each roll. Place in a 9x13 inch buttered pan. 
Melt the butter and then add the sugar, vanilla and cinnamon. Pour the entire mixture over peach rolls. Pour the 
Mountain Dew around the edges of the pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 40 minutes. Spoon some of the sweet sauce from 
pan over each serving and serve with a scoop of ice cream.

Matthew Dent, a rising junior at Gatewood School in Putnam County, was chosen to 
represent Tri-County EMC at the 31st Annual Georgia Cooperative Youth Confer-

ence held July 13-17 at the Georgia FFA-FCCLA Center in Covington. The mission 
of the conference is to educate students about cooperatives, build their leader-
ship skills and promote teamwork through a series of activities, trainings and 
presentations. During the 5-day conference, students engaged in activities such 
as the Congressional Insight Workshop, where they participated in making staff, 

media and legislation decisions to gain a deeper understanding as to why their 
political involvement in the legislative process is important. Other highlights of the 

conference included personality assessments and the “Coops 101” program in which 
speakers discussed the cooperative way of business including history, organization, member benefits, op-
portunities and current issues. Students that attended heard presentations from council members, Georgia 
EMC, GEMC Federal Credit Union, Dairy Farmers of America, Staplcotn, Southern States and Farm Credit 

as well as the Georgia Cotton Commission. (34643001)

Operation Roundup: 
See the Difference

Recipe Box
Peach Dumplings

Did you 
know? 

 
Does your home have 

a window air- 
conditioning unit? 

Make sure that your 
window unit is prop-
erly weatherstripped 

and clean the filter 
monthly. Keep “fresh 
air” vents on window 

A/C units closed to 
keep humid  
air outside.

Local Student Attends  
Youth Leadership Camp
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