
Danielle Adams, 
a 2nd grade teacher 
at Wells Elementary 
School, plans to use 
her Bright Ideas 
Grant to allow stu-
dents to investigate 
the life cycle of the 
butterfly by rais-
ing caterpillars and 
observing them as 
they grow. “This project will encourage creativity and curiosity 
about nature and nurture students’ skills as young scientists”, 
said Adams. “I’m very excited to get started on the project this 
spring.” The project will also integrate technology by allowing 
students to use digital cameras, iPads and PowerPoint presenta-
tions to record their observations.

Last month, Tri-County EMC surprised 27 local 
teachers with $30,000 in educational grants. 
Since 2008, Tri-County EMC has provided 

nearly $160,000 in grants to local schools through the 
Bright Ideas Grant Program. Funded by unclaimed capi-
tal credits, the grants help teachers improve education 
in their classrooms through innovative projects that 
would otherwise not be funded. Georgia certified pub-
lic or private school teachers in grades Pre-K through 
12 in Baldwin, Jones, Putnam, Twiggs and Wilkinson 
counties qualify to apply.  

 
Outside judges evaluated the 77 anonymous applications that were 
submitted for innovation, objectives, goals, student involvement 
and budget. Thank you to all teachers who applied in 2014-2015. 
The next deadline for applications will be due December 7, 2015. 
The top scoring applicant from each participating county is featured 
below. A list of winning projects and teachers can be found on page 
two. For more information about the Bright Ideas Grant Program, 
visit tri-countyemc.com or call 1.866.254.8100. (83094007)
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LaTrina Howell, a technology teacher at Blandy Hills El-
ementary School, will use her Bright Ideas Grant to introduce 
students to the latest trends in technology education including 
Augmented Reality, STEM education, problem-based learning 
and small-group instruction. “Computers and technology have 
always been my passion,” said Howell. “My drive and compas-
sion will push me to do things that only they can imagine.” 
With this grant, Howell will be able to introduce new technol-
ogy and learning concepts to all 770 students in the school. 



Bright Ideas Grants, cont’d.
Putnam County
Top Scoring Applicant in Putnam County

LaTrina Howell iTeach with iPads to STEM-U-LATE Learning Blandy Hills Elementary School $1,498.86

Katrina Veal Aha! Science is Real! Blandy Hills Elementary School $1,054.00

Ginny Watson 25 Books Too Good To Miss Creekside Elementary School $1,318.24

Joe Metzker Building Communication Skills with Tablet Technology Eagle Ridge Elementary 
School

$1,303.64

Keith Pruett On “Fire” for Math Eagle Ridge Elementary 
School

$1,232.00

Pam Longino Heavyweight Books to Lightweight Nooks for Reading Baldwin High School $1,500.00

Lee Blount Opening Avenues of Communication Through Literacy Baldwin Early Learning Center $1,496.96

Mandy Hopkins All About That Bass! Midway Elementary School $399.20

Pat Wolf R2C Connections GNETS of Oconee $1,445.83

Clay McElheny Implementing New STEM Technology in a Physics Classroom 
While Teaching Circuits

GMC Prep School $1,020.00

Mary Sue McMichael Is Johnny Cash The Only One Who Can “Walk The Line”? Putnam County Middle School $1,500.00

Jennifer Deason Jr. Publisher and Print Putnam County Middle School $1,134.32

Jannis Wallace Play…Learning With A Purpose Putnam County Primary School $1,500.00

Holly Hardie Digital Teaching At Its Best! Putnam County Primary School $582.91

Danielle Adams Taking Flight: Butterfly Life Cycle Wells Elementary School $416.70

June Lassetter Imaginations Will Lego With Duplo Wells Elementary School $432.59

Liz Allison Building a Brighter Future Wells Elementary School $652.28

Nancy Ward Engaging Learners in Literacy Wells Elementary School $1,486.84

Sally Tatro Big Books for Little Scholars Wells Elementary School $852.50

Danielle Wheeler Readers Become Leaders Wells Elementary School $157.19

Carla Whatley Engagement, Motivation, Retention with 
SMART Board Technology

Dames Ferry Elementary 
School

$1,500.00

Cathy Logue Mathematicians on the Move Dames Ferry Elementary 
School

$1,400.73

Gloria Caldwell Kindles for Kids Dames Ferry Elementary 
School

$1,399.84

Julie Eavenson “Un”Limit My Access Dames Ferry Elementary 
School

$825.23

Chance Scott Daily Living and Life Skills in Special Education Jones County High School $1,500.00

Graham Nash Cardboard Baler Jones County High School $1,400.00

Natalie Doyle Rescuing Reluctant Readers Clifton Ridge Middle School $990.14

Mary Sue McMichael, an 8th grade teacher at Putnam County Middle 
School, will have her students use calculator-based rangers (CBR) and 
graphing calculators to create and analyze models of linear functions. The 
CBR will work as a motion detector in conjunction with the graphing 
calculator to create a linear model representing time and distance. Students 
will be provided graphs of linear functions and use the CBR and calculator 
to recreate each graph and then they will write an explanation of how they 
“walked it out”. “This will allow students to gain a deeper understanding 
of linear models,” said McMichael. “By actively engaging in math concepts, 
students will be better able to recognize them in daily life.”

2014-2015 Bright Ideas Grant Winners



Follow us to learn about  
scholarship opportunities!

! 

Last month, Parker Lack of Eatonton was chosen as winner for the local area competition in 
the Walter Harrison Scholarship Contest. He was awarded a gift card from the cooperative 

and will go on to compete in the statewide competition. 
 
Cooperatives from around the state invite students to take part in this state-wide scholarship 
contest. Winners from each cooperative will go on to compete in the state contest. This year, 
seven $1,000 scholarships will be awarded by the Walter Harrison Scholarship Executive Com-
mittee in mid-April. (73307001)

About Parker...
Parker is a senior at Gatewood School in Eatonton and plans to attend the University of North 
Georgia. He is an athlete and has excelled as a member of the Varsity Track and Tennis teams. 
Parker is also active in the Anchor Club, Student Government Association, Yearbook Staff, and 
Key Club. After obtaining his degree from University of North Georgia, Parker plans to be a 
physical or occupational therapist. Congratulations, Parker!

Walter Harrison 
Scholarship Finalist

Right-of-Way Seasonal  
Maintenance Begins
In May, Tri-County EMC will begin herbicide application to keep trees, 
brush and foliage from interfering with the delivery of your electric ser-
vice. Overgrown trees and other vegetation within 20 feet of overhead 
power lines are trimmed year-round. Each site is trimmed every seven 
years. Herbicide is applied to brush annually with each quadrant of the 
service area treated every four years. This year’s herbicide applica-
tion will occur mostly in western Putnam County with small portions 
in Jones, Jasper, Morgan and Baldwin counties. The map to the right 
shows the general area where the maintenance will occur. For a full 
list of addresses that will be affected, visit tri-countyemc.com. Only 
nonrestrictive, non-residual chemicals are used. Landscaped areas such 
as lawns, streams or ponds will not be sprayed.  
 
Tri-County EMC will be working with NaturChem for the herbicide 
application. Please note their logo to the right so you will be able to 
recognize their trucks in your area. When planting trees this spring, al-
ways be sure to observe the 20 foot clearance on each side of a power 
line. It is important to keep trees, limbs and climbing plants away from 
power lines to prevent outages and power blinks. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Tri- County EMC 
at 1.866.254.8100.
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Recipe Box

Did  
you  
know?
You may be able to reduce 
your summer cooling costs 
through smart landscaping. 
Trees on the east and west 
sides of your home provide 
shade and reduce cooling costs 
in hot summer months.

Thanks to Lydia Coley for submitting this recipe. Did you know your recipe 
is worth $20 if chosen? Send your best recipes to kimb@tri-countyemc.
com or mail to P.O. Box 487, Gray, GA 31032.

2 cups graham cracker crumbs 
1 stick butter, softened 

Banana Split Dessert

Mix crumbs and butter and press in a 9x13 inch pan. In a separate bowl, cream together cream cheese, butter and confectioners’ 
sugar. Spread the mixture on top of the crust. Layer bananas, then pineapple. Spread whipped topping over all, then sprinkle  
pecans and cherries. Chill thoroughly. 

Crust Ingredients:

Directions:

Did you find your 
account number?

Find your complete account number in this 
issue of Current Lines and win a $50 bill credit. 
Call 478.986.8126 to claim your bill credit.

No Sweat Signups
Your central air-conditioner is one of the biggest energy users 
in your home. Reduce your impact on future energy needs and 
earn an annual rebate by participating in Tri-County EMC’s No 
Sweat Air-Conditioning Program. No Sweat pauses your central 
air-conditioning for a few minutes at a time on peak summer 
days (June-September, only 10-20 days per year). (47523001)

Sign up before June 1, 2015 to earn $25 every year. Call 
1.866.254.8100 or visit tri-countyemc.com

Call 1.866.254.8100 or visit  
tri-countyemc.com to enroll in No Sweat!

•	 1 (8oz.) pkg. cream cheese
•	 1 stick butter, softened
•	 2 cups of confectioner’s sugar
•	 3 bananas, sliced
•	 1 (20 oz.) can crushed 

pineapple, well-drained

•	 1 (16 oz.) cool whip
•	 1 cup chopped pecans
•	 Cherries, halved and drained
•	 Chocolate syrup, optional 

 
 

Filling Ingredients:
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